{ NONPROFIT SPOTLIGHT }

Local Nonprofit Shows the

POWER OF COLLECTIVE ACTION
fJor CONSERVATION SUCCESS

BY MARY BETH NEVULIS, LOUISVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY VICE PRESIDENT & LIGHTS OUT LOUISVILLE PROGRAM CHAIR
BIRD PHOTOS BY BRANDON MCQUEEN, LOUISVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY PRESIDENT

Rich in natural beauty and biodiversity, Kentucky is home to multiple
ecological regions that support many species of wildlife and plants. It’s also
home to many organizations—from nonprofits and clubs to businesses and
foundations—focused on conservation of our state’s ecosystems and the
entire natural world.

One of those is the Louisville Audubon Society (LAS). A registered 501(c)(3)
nonprofit since 1968 and operated entirely by volunteers, LAS is the regional
chapter of the National Audubon Society, one of the oldest environmental
nonprofits in the world.

With conservation at the heart of its mission, LAS works to protect birds and
restore natural habitats, including by helping to fund local initiatives through
an annual grants program. LAS also leads educational programming—
birding events, presentations, and citizen-science data collection—to help
people enjoy, appreciate, and protect nature, especially birds.

If you're trying to make a positive difference for the natural world—especially
if you're a 100% volunteer-led organization—the power of collaboration and
collective action can't be overstated. That's why LAS also works with partners
and supporters—government offices, fellow nonprofits (both local and
national), regional businesses, and members of the public—to help amplify
its advocacy efforts.

You can see the connection between individual actions and collective success
in one of LAS’ most important initiatives: Lights Out Louisville, a no-cost
program that invites Kentucky residents, businesses, and building operators
to reduce artificial light at night.

THE DARK SIDE OF LIGHT

Most birds migrate at night, and artificial light both attracts and disorients
them—often with fatal results. I witnessed this issue firsthand last fall as
I documented dozens of birds that died after crashing into downtown

Lights Out Louisville, in partnership with Louisville Metro Government's
Office of Sustainability and Parks & Recreation, led volunteers from the
public on surveys of Louisville's central business district in October 2025 to
gather localized data on bird-building collisions. They collected dozens of
birds that died in bird-building/-window collisions and later donated the
bodies to the Cincinnati Museum Center research collection.

buildings. I even saw some collisions happen in real
time—a heartbreaking experience for anyone who cares
about wildlife.

These collisions happen every day, especially during
migration, and they add up to a staggering number. In the
U.S., more than a billion birds die every year after colliding
with buildings, including residential homes. In fact, one-
to three-story buildings account for almost half (44%) of
annual bird-collision deaths in the U.S.

With more than 570,000 households in the Louisville-
Jefferson County census area, just one fatal strike per
residence per year would total more than half a million
dead birds in Kentuckiana alone.

But flip that around, and you can see how individual
actions can add up to a big impact: If each household
prevented just one fatal collision a year, wed collectively
save 570,000 birds every year.
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SMALL CHANGES, BIG IMPACT
There are easy, fast, low-or no-cost ways to reduce artificial light at night.
Whether for a skyscraper or a single-story home, simple actions make a
difference—especially during peak migration months (April-May and
September-October) and times (11 p.m.—-6 a.m.), when millions of birds
are traveling the major migratory flyway over Louisville.

For example, you can choose to:

o Turn off lights when not in use

o Draw window coverings after dark

o Turn off decorative outdoor lighting, or limit it to ground level

o Use timers or motion sensors for essential outdoor lights

o Add shields to direct outdoor lighting downward

o Choose warmer-toned bulbs (below 2700 Kelvin) for outdoor lights

To see how individual decisions amount to big conservation wins, visit
www.LightsOutLouisville.org, where we track program participation by
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ZIP code. You can join hundreds of other program participants
across Kentucky and Indiana by signing a pledge at www.
LightsOutLouisville.org/Go-Lights-Out. It costs nothing, it
takes less than a minute, and we don’t collect addresses—just
ZIP codes.

Doing something good for the world doesn’'t have to be hard
or expensive or burdensome. Taking a few simple steps to
reduce unnecessary light at night—even for just part of the
year—can help save birds. Anything you can do matters—
because everything adds up.
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